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On the island of Hawuii in the Central Pa-
citic. there has long been the rumor of a bright
orange colored mushroom with peculiar proper-
ties. Found growing only on recent lava flows
approximatcly 600 10,000 years old, this variety
of mushroom has the reputation of being a potent
female aphrodisiac when smelled. In this study
the morphology and chemistry of this unnamed
Dictyophora species is described, along with the
results of a smell test conducted on volunteer par-
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ticipants, showing that there are significant sexual
arousal characteristics present in the fetid odor of
this unique mushroom. Indeed, nearly half of the
female test subjects experienced  spontancous
orgasms while smelling this mushroom. These re-
sults suggest that the hormonelike compounds
present in the velatile portion of the spore mass
may have some similarity to human neu-
rotransmitters refeased during sexual encounters,
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