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PREFACE: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HEAT
TRANSFER, FLUID MECHANICS AND

THERMODYNAMICS 2012

This issue ofComputational Thermal Sciencescontains
some of the papers which were presented at HEFAT2012:
The International Conference on Heat Transfer, Fluid Me-
chanics, and Thermodynamics, held on 16–18 July 2012
on Malta. At the conference, a total of 270 papers were
read, including six keynote papers. From these papers,
approximately 20 authors were invited to submit papers
(most of the papers were amended since presentation) for
consideration to be published in this journal. After being
peer-reviewed, 14 papers were accepted for publication as
two issues of this journal.

Previous conferences in this series took place in the
Kruger National Park, South Africa (2002), Victoria Falls,
Zambia (2003), Cape Town (2004), Cairo (2005), Sun
City (2006), Pretoria (2008), Antalya (2010), and Mau-
ritius (2011).

The goal of the HEFAT conferences is to provide a fo-
rum at which specialists in heat transfer, fluid mechanics,
and thermodynamics from all corners of the globe can
present the latest progress and developments in the field.
The conferences have also served as a catalyst for discus-
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sions on future directions and priorities in the areas of heat
transfer, fluid mechanics, and thermodynamics. Signifi-
cant contributions have been made directly and indirectly
to the challenges of society in terms of energy efficiency,
global warming, greenhouse gas emissions, pollution, and
effluents.

The conference organizers are grateful to all who en-
thusiastically contributed to the conference and to this
special issue. Special thanks are due to the authors of
the papers in this special issue, who worked diligently
in meeting the review schedule and responding to the re-
viewers’ comments. As always, the reviewers played an
important role in improving the quality of the papers and
I have great appreciation for the very thorough reviews
that were received. Feedback from a minimum of two re-
viewers was used as acceptance criteria.

Last but not least, I would like to thank Professor Gra-
ham de Vahl Davis, the Editor-in-Chief ofComputational
Thermal Sciences, for his encouragement to publish this
special issue highlighting the current research going on
worldwide.
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